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Hope Spots

Hope Spots are special places that are critical to the health of the ocean — Earth’s blue
heart. Some of these Hope Spots are already formally protected, while others still need
defined protection. About 12% of the land around the world is now under some form
of protection (as national parks, world heritage sites, monuments, etc.), while /ess than
3% of the ocean is protected in any way. Mission Blue is committed to changing this.
Networks of marine protected areas maintain healthy biodiversity, provide a carbon
sink, generate life-giving oxygen, preserve critical habitat and allow low-impact activities
like ecotourism to thrive. They are good for the ocean, which means they are good for

us. We are often asked, “How much protection is enough?” We can only answer with

another question: How much of your heart is worth protecting?

SYLVIA EARLE'S WISH

I wish you would use all means at your
disposal — films, the web, expeditions,
new submarines, a campaign! — to ignite
public support for a network of global
marine protected areas, hope spots large
enough to save and restore the ocean,

the blue heart of the planet.

Click the map below to enlarge. Details about each Hope Spot are provided in the list below.

Want to nominate a new Hope Spot? Click HERE.

Hope Spots

Hope Spots

1 Chagos Archipelago The Chagos archipelago is located in the middle of the Indian Ocean and consists of 55 low-lying coral

islands that span across 550,000 square kilometers. Chagos waters are home to the world’s largest coral atoll and contain as much as half

of the Indian Ocean’s remaining healthy reefs. Originally part of the Mauritian territory, Chagos was declared part of the British Indian

Ocean Territory in the 1960s which consequently leased the largest island to the US for use as an airbase. In 2010, after years of work by

numerous NGOs, the 640,000 sq km Chagos Marine Reserve was declared by the UK. The entire area has been closed to commercial

fishing since that time and there are currently legal challenges to the marine reserve as it impacts the return to the islands by native

Chagossian people who were displaced when the airbase was built.

2 Outer Seychelles North of Madagascar, off Africa’s coast, just beyond the Seychelles Plateau are the Outer Seychelles. Scattered in

the middle of the Indian Ocean, the Outer Seychelles are a collection of five coralline island groups that include 72 low-lying sand cays

and atolls. The Saya de Malha Banks are part of the Mascarene Plateau, an underwater ridge connecting the Seychelles and Mauritius in
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the western Indian Ocean. The banks are located at 8°30 — 12° S and 59°30 — 62.30° E on the extended continental shelf of the two island
states, as jointly submitted to the UN Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf (UNCLCS) in 2009, and now agreed for joint
management. The banks cover an area of approximately 40,000 km2. The Saya de Malha Banks are considered to be unique due to their
geological origin, and because they represent the largest shallow open ocean water biotope in the region. The area qualifies as an EBSA
because of the high biological productivity associated. The remoteness of the Saya de Malha Banks from direct sources of anthropogenic
stress, and the currently low level of human activities, make it a crucial reservoir to maintain the biodiversity in surrounding inhabited

islands and shores of the Western Indian Ocean.

3 Coral Triangle The Coral Triangle is a marine area located in the western Pacific Ocean. It includes the waters of Indonesia, Malaysia,
the Philippines, Papua New Guinea, Timor-Leste and Solomon Islands. The Coral Triangle is a global center for biodiversity and is

considered by many to be the most diverse marine ecosystem in the world.

4 Micronesian Islands The Micronesian Islands are located in the western South Pacific Ocean. The 2,100 tropical islands scattered

across the heart of the Pacific offer some of the most pristine and bio-diverse underwater environments on Earth.

5 Coral Sea The Coral Sea is a marginal sea off the northeast coast of Australia. Named for its staggering number of corals, this area
includes the Great Barrier Reef and is one of the most diverse marine habitats on Earth. Spectacular coral reefs, remote islands and

towering underwater mountains along with deep-sea canyons add to the diversity and uniqueness of this area.

6 Kermadec Trench The Kermadec Trench is a submarine trench in the floor of the South Pacific Ocean just to the east of the
Kermadec Islands and northeast of mainland New Zealand. The Kermadec Trench is one of the Earth’s deepest oceanic trenches, plunging

more than 10 kilometers beneath the ocean’s surface — about five times deeper than the Grand Canyon.

7  Gulf of California The Gulf of California, also known as the Sea of Cortez, is a large inlet in the eastern Pacific Ocean located along
the northwestern coast of Mexico. Covering about 160,000 square kilometers, the Gulf of California covers 4,000 kilometers of coastline

and reaches depths of over 3,000 meters.

8 Gulf of Mexico Deep Reefs Along the Continental Shelf of the Gulf of Mexico, there are some 200 shelf-edge reefs and banks that
are biodiversity hotspots. These reefs and banks support an abundance of soft corals, subtropical and tropical invertebrates and more than

90 species of fish, including many large predators.

9 Patagonian Shelf The Patagonian Shelfis part of the South American continental shelf on the Atlantic seaboard. Two currents mix in
the waters near the Patagonian Shelf — the southward flowing Brazil Current, which is warm and saline mixes with the northward flowing

Falklands or Malvinas Current carrying cool, less saline, nutrient-rich sub-Antarctic water.

10 Eastern Pacific Seascape The Eastern Pacific Seascape spans Central and South America, covering a total of 2 million square
kilometers. A number of the world’s most important natural habitats lie within the Eastern Pacific Seascape, including Malpelo and Cocos
Islands, Coiba, and the Galapagos, where Charles Darwin carried out his groundbreaking research. Each region within the Eastern Pacific

Seascape has unique environmental, economic and cultural importance.
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